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SUBJECT: NO DESAI VISIT SEEN LIKELY 

REF: NEW DELHI 6104 

DURING OBSERVANCE OF MAY DAY PARADE IN RED SQUARE, INDIAN MINISTER- 
COUNSELOR PRABHU STATED TO E/C COUNSELOR THAT EXTENSION BY 
GROMYKO OF INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI TO VISIT USSR, 

TOGETHER WITH THE LATTER'S ACCEPTANCE, WAS PRO PORMA GESTURE. 

HE SAID THAT NO VISIT TO USSR BY DESAI WAS ANTICIPATED IN 
PORESEEABLE PUTURE SINCE LATTER VERY BUSY AT HOME. PRABHU 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SINCE SCHEDULED PODGORNY VISIT TO INDIA WAS ABORTED, 

SOVIETS WOULD APPEAR OBLIGED PIRST TO REPAY VISIT OF FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER GANDHI TO USSR. 
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